VHF Adventures Coast to Coast...

A 60-year Odyssey

Wayne Overbeck;
www.nénb.co



KNOYNB, 1957




K6YNB's QTH, 1957
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The same house, 2017




Life’s passages...

Off to college for a B.A. (1964), Master
(1965), Ph.D. (1970) and J.D. (1975)



View from Wardman House, Whittier College
(pursuing truth ‘and hilltops, circa 1964)



On vacation
from teaching,
1966: visiting
33 states, 6
provinces




K6YNB on Mt. Pacifico, 1969
. b l , 1




Antennas atop

Mt. Pacifico (DM04),
Elevation 7,500’
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Mt. Potosi,
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The “cabover kilowatt”,1970 (on QST cover, 1971)
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A sampling of VHF operating sites used

by K6YNB/NG6NB, 1957-2017



Alaska,
1970, with
cubical
guad for
20-6 mtrs.




Santiago Peak
(DM13) with Quagi
antennas, 1973




Portable moonboun

Alaska, 1976
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Array under
construction



A rotating hub



Did this thing work?

Well, yes. It gave KOMQS state #50 for
ever Worked All States Award on two m



Utah Pass,
Utah (DM37),
1976
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A side-by-side
test of cubical
guads versus
Yagl antennas,
1978




EME in 1978
on the Utah-
Nevada border
(with 20-meter
lilaison)




Mobile moonbounce In two states
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Another mobile moonbounce setup




Utah-Nevada border--again



Mt. Pinos, CA
with a VW,
June, 1977
(a national
record score)




Heading east for higher s
1978...
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Mt. Equinox, VT (FN33), 1978



_Rentacar portable,
1978
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THE GRAND CANYON STATE
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Let’s do this right (1979)
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Mt. Equinox, VT, 1979










September, 1979
Mt. Equinox, VT
(a national record
pre-grid squares
that was never
broken )
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Um, now what?
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Attending ARRL board meetings (1984-92)



Building a cabin
and a contest
station on a
6,800" mountain




Back on the
road: 6,500

miles for a
January VHF
contest, 2003




On Sheep Hill (FN20)










Astoria; Oregon-(CN86), 2003




N6NB/R in DM15, September, 2003



Midwestern rove,

June, 2004

(20 grid squares)
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Jetmore, Kansas (EMO08), June, 2004
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June, 2010: 10 rover stations, 15 operaters
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Some of the gavels won by SCCC



Tower trailers agal

2012
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Madera, CA (CM96),
January, 2014/2015




A Hawall adventure:
World DX records on-.9, 2.3 and 3.4 GHz
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Above the duct...
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4,024 km. on 2304 and 3456 MHz! (June, 2015),

4095 km. on 902 MHz (June, 2016)




Can the Atlantic be spanned on VHF+?
Perhaps Puerto Rico to Cape Verde?

North
Atlantic
Ocean
Latitude: 18.31441 Longitude: -65.787847
Gulf of - ; g0
Mexico J Locator: FK78CH (map, sat, terrain)
"l Distance from HK76MU - 4327.296 km (2688.86 mi)
Bearing ~ 278.47° (reverse bearing ~ 85.647)
BT Midpoint - lat: 18.68245 lon: -45.288984
Dominican
{Republlc 5.
Puerto Rico
Guatemala ’
Honduras = Caribbean Sea &
Nicaragua _ T(';"E
g uine
'\/\, -~
Costa Rica

A postscript: In June and July of 2019, the D41CV/
% D4C group worked several Caribbean stations on
Venezuela > x 2 : :
L / French  tWO meters, including at least two in Puerto Rico,
Guyana g (G“'a"a WP4G and KP4EIT, for new land-to-land DX
Suriname records, eclipsing records set by KHGHME (sk) on
. trans-Pacific path to the U.S. mainland.
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KP4/N6NB scouting sites in Puerto Rico, 2017
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A hilltop B&B before the hurricanes. ..




Storm clouds In
Colorado, 2017
(still winning as a
rover after 60 years
on the air???)




VHF+ highlights of 60+ years

12 #1 contest scores nationally as a single operator
In the section multiplier era (pre-1984)

23 #1 scores nationally as a rover in the grid
square era (post-1984)

[ #1 scores nationally in the single operator
portable category (post-1984)

Antenna solutions like the Quagi

Dozens of also-ran scores and forgettable
boondoggles that aren’t shown here. ..
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